COUNTRY & SHOTGUN | longthorne

Jules Whicker spends time with the Hesketh Deluxe from
Longthorne and discovers a shotgun that combines tradition
with state of the art technology...

hen you think
of a bespoke
English gun,
your thoughts
probably turn to the classic
designs developed in the late
T19th or early 20th Centuries
by the grand London firms,
or by their more productive
if less feted counterparts in
Birmingham; and to modes
of manufacture handed
down from master to
apprentice from even earlier
times. The world of the fine
shotgun, it can seem, is all about
siriing to recreate the past.
What & oo easily forgofien i
that what drowe men e Atkin,
Bessley (Purdey), Robertson

(Hillands' and Bass) and Seol
(Purdey and Boss) was the
pursuit of perfection, and they
saized avidly on every new
ivwention that offered 1o bring
it within thesr grasp. Indeed, il
arything hedd thern bads it was
b2ss likely to be the technical
challenges they faced than
the: cantions consarvatisrm of
thew customers, But why arm |
banging on atout bespoke BUMS
heered Which of us can afford
them! 4nd who s prepared to
wiait the yvear or three it may
take from ordier to delwerny?
Befare yvou sigh wistfully,
or shrug resignedly, howewer,
Take hear and pay atfention,
bacause Mve just been shooting

e EETEMBER. 2016, | GUN MART
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bespoke Englsh gun that
combines classic kooks and
traditional fit and finish with
cutting-edge technology; that
can be delivered in a mattar
of months and that doesn't
reqquire the sale of your frstbarnl
Better shll, i's in my favourie
mauge: the unfaily owerlooked,
But very sweel ‘sixteen’

It's a family affair!
This very special gun comes from
the 'new’ fimn of Longthorme
{which unbeliewably is dready
celebrating s 10th anniversany
this vear), Like many of the

great gunmaking concems of

the past, it's & farmity business,
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The test gun showed parted
barrels. Note how the borred sed’s
constrection emnables the sigliting
il to be of once solld (o5 befits
a game gun), broad, and light
estailished by lames Longtharme
Stewart — an awid shooter with
an impressive background

in aercspace ared autosport
enginesning— his wie Elaine,

andd their daughter Chloe, whose
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remarkable eyve tor design and
skl at engraving ensures that
the aesthetics of a Longthame
gun will please the shooter a2
rresch as ot perdormande,

The TG I e ol minderm
e i Ry wirlh tradimanal
crattsmanship that he
Long
itsefl nothing new, Ralian firms
swch as hwo Fabbri and Rizzni
Fratelli arguably pioneansd
this approach, bt sevessl big
English narmes have followed
il in their coon widy for a
pouste of decades now, and

e repesents =5 1In

s peath fuas Fimery e ;:u_ﬂlu_.,:ll',-

fand suocesshully}y fellmwed
by Bcwall and Edmiston since
their founding i 2009, S50
hiors are Longthome diffesant!
Well if you think you know
what parfectionism is, mestng
lames wall redetine it for you.
He's & mian wha can foous
intensaly on the finest fractions
of @ recran or-an angle and

vt kipep the whole gun, and
the whole shooting expanence.
n viega at the same time. In
fact, for him, they are the same
thireg, This reans that the gun
cpeng ard closas with the
Freales of et B wathoul
i e '.||5||I|".I P
of pary; and that seans
<an be tuned to ofter
pracizaly the breakng
point and weight the
customer desires
Vihat epitomizes a
Largtiarme gun, howeser, ane
15 bameds, wihich are machined
frgant @ e [ufed af shee
cortiplete with thes bumips, loop
fibs and choke On arny Giher
gun, the barmel fubses ane boned,
perohled, abgned and poined to
and by their ks n separale
processes. These emgloy solder,
and heat, and require one bamel
to b= bent towards the other
fo ensune they conengs at the
appropnate dstance As canhe

This baawtifully engroved rose oo the trummlon heod fs ane of several
tfrat lend further chavacter io the Mesketh Defuxe's amomentation

Ve hundreds mom gan meveas online o westgunmartaet "
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Tire weooed it e desd gpain

was fambaopantly beewtiful
Longtivorme hove o wide
salection of first-rode welnor
Blonks ovailobie for cusiomers
fir choose from

mmagined, it takes immense skill
on the pant of the barmel-maker
ard joirer to produce barmels that
ane truly straight. Moreower, this
prooess reques the steed 1o be
flexible, and this

sofine=s'
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requires 3 ceriain thidkness of
thie barnal waall. Thes is why light
barrel= are commanky taken
o be a mark of a bast quality
gun. Finally, soédaning means
that the contact between the
barrels and ribs s mypcalyy |
than enbrey cornteshent, wnd
can hawe a locised effect on
the temiper of the stesl m |k|||_§
for ureeen heat trarstes and
mduging distorton as the gun
warms up with each shaot fined
Longthorne's process, the

by Whitereth in the 19th Century
bt nesver successfiully put into
pracice, has taken some yearm

0 perlect, bl oo procees
winal are |||.||_|'_.|I-*_1' Hie 01
accurate barnel wets in the

vereld, Because all the elements
ane mtegrated and perlectly
regulated from the star, they
dan't have to be coarced info
pasition. This both ensunes that
the barrels remain peslectly &

i - ey i

Twao pigeons faker mowrents apart: Bhe (st curiimg over Biglh, and
the second busting from cover at the shod. The Hesketh haodled bath

with o apfamb | can rerely mirser
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Resplendant o fire wolnol ord opubent

angraving, Longthome's Hesketh Deluee
sidelpck O/ iz afso o mosterpiece of

precision englaeering

straight and pesmits the use of
stronger stesl — strong encugh
te proct for magnum steel up
by etra full dhoke. Furtherrmane,
Longthorme"s unique method
of bamred manufactune, which
recuces the armount of mets
regquiresd i the ks means
that thieir Burs ane naturaly
lighter, so that a Longthorme

1 2-gauge handles morne like a

Perfectly straight. remarkabiy
Iigrht, and extroordinorily strong:

82 SEPTEMBER 2016

conventonal dl-gauge, and a
S2incher feek like a 38-mdher
Further consistency is
provided by the fact that
Longthome's bores are 10080
concentic with the fubes,
a5 apposed o a raditonalky
cormtruetsd barel et in wWhich
stewe] bars have to be bared
intemnally and then profiled
extarnally: it etther operaton
isn't perfectly executed the
bamels will bend as they heat
up. Moreower, the fineness
of the ribs and the absolute
consistency of their relationship
with the barrels mears that
III".'.': ' III'||.|!""|I":| i.""'ﬂ"lll',' 1 5]
weell @ quickly ._1|:_|||§ tFie
whabke length of the barrel,
Many volume shotgun
manutaciurers get around
the fact that their barrels
mary nat be perectly siraight
and even by over-boring
them amd using long forcing
codes and parabolic dhokes
to give the shot exira ey
‘_I:l-:_:-._.i:ln:_u,ll 1% poumey from
chamiber o muee, Wit 2
pertect bameal, none of this s
necessary, as the baore guides
the wad and shot tight, straight
and tnee fram start to finish
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ha the field, the gua's combiaation of
poise, agility and precision instilled
confidence

Consequenthy, a Longthome gun
typicaly has short cones and
rrinimal chioke, wet produces
wonderfully even patterns right
ot to the point where the

S0l Wrses iis kiing posser,

Masters of the art

S0, wihy doesn't everyone make
their bamels this way? Pethaps
one day everpome will, but for
nin, oaly Longthome have the
rreans and the expertie, Make
il 'III'|||'|L!" wiriat | l::l"i:l"l!:l'l [t b
& ewceptionally sophishcated and
e phonal l difficult. There ane
no short cuts here. The pursuit
ot perfection isn't lee that A
wword should also be said about
the lodkevork since, although

the shape of the components

is largely conventicnal,
L cnegtiuceme have applied their
expeting in machinimg comples
components 1o “'-‘l':"'l:'. e
Briclke — e et that .1||§||'_.
and supports the Mo [Aarts
of the lock = integral to the
lock plate. The squareness
and straightness of the brdle
in relation 1o the plate is
fundamenital to the oparation
of any sidelock and represants
a map test of the lock-
raker's skill, vt Lorngihome's
intEgraked approach ensunes
that thes crucial Tactor s
perfecthy exeouted every time.
3o, what of the gun
on test! Well, it's the hirst
| &-gauge Longthorme made,
ard lames’ persanal gun. it

Wime bundieds moes gun reveyrs online at ww genmart. net



iz stocked in richly figured,
traditionally cil-finished walnut,
and beautifully engraved with a
I acanthus-leaf pattarn,
which rakes the most of the
e & SIMmaus |||||-".._ and
whiose apudent medieealicm
recals the work of the grest
Wictonan stylists Augustus
Pugin and William Moeris. The
detailing is beautifully done
boo, with Lancastrian rases an
gpindle, sorew and trunnicn
heads that pay homage o

the firr's original home at
Hesksth Bank —from whech
the ] Lakes 15 Narme-, prrn
b treir recent mmes o larges
premises at Morthamgdon,

I'll ot @0 turther into the
details of hnish, tit or proportion,
because on a bespoke pun
these will akyays be to the
CUStoMmEer's requirements,
bt |l =ay something
about the way the gun shaot,
Firsthy it's a r=al killer, and
at suUrprsng chistanoes Tlghl
patterrs mean s not a U
that forgrves skoppy shooting
bt its combimation of poise,
agility and precision means
that the rmarne you shoaot it, the
better your shooting seems
tr becorme. My own skills ane
typicaly modest, and my famm
patchy, but the Longihorme
el e '_.|||_||_|I|r|3 liker weamenne
whis knmas what he's doing
An elating exgenence!

Conclusion

When | took the gun roost
shooting in late Febuany | made
another discovery too: it's as
E'l:l:r| On 8 S | '-"I"'t: bsired

as s on a |||§_|‘| stragnt ore
What's more, the Longthaome
exhibited the least muzde Hip

TECHHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Longthome Hesketh Deluxe

Model:
Calibra:
Barrels:
Action:
Typa:
Stock:
Weight:
Chokes:
Price:
Contact:

16 bore

Sparer

E19570

Blbs 100z
Fre 1/4 both barmels

of any gun I've shot; it may
hawve something to do with
the wented bameals (& bespoke
feature) but | suspeact that once
again it's dewn 1o those tight
super-siraight bores, I1's certainky
a E'I'_'-,‘.'_ .._1||_| his] |1'|._1||1I._-||:'||"3 Fe iy
concentration when presenbed
with the opportunity tor a ight
and lett! {or bottom and top?]
5o, is there amything | don't
like about the Longthome? Rot
a thing, except perhaps the
gatent o which 1'm tempted
fe raid my sasings o acquine
onel The Heskath Deluse on
beesst vk restal frowm st shy
of E20K, and the less ornate
Hesketh model from £15.200
This = a lat in the wearld of
evenyday mass-produced guns,
but an absolute steal for what
is genuinely a "best English’
sidelock pun. Consider that a
side-plated {not sidelock) BEE
16 gauge over-and-umder will
oSt upevands of E295, whlky
Churchill's Irmpenal sidelock
starts at E42K, Remember
too that all the great names
started somewhere: Boss
in 1812, Purdeys’ in 1814,
Hollands' im 1835, Atkin in
1877, Churchills in 1591
and I've gat a strang feeling
that just a decade can from their
etablishrmem m 2006 anwd
L] S-EArs o from |-_'|I_II1:,|1I!'rH
thieir first gun, Lomghdme miow
have their foot hrmiby in the
door of gunmaking history.
Okay. then what's it to be, a
nies W Colf that weill Beworth
next fo mothing in 10-pears’
fime, or 8 new Longthorne
that wall not onby hold its value
but comes complete waith
the PrCarGe of more than a
lifetrme's woarth of ||_|-,'-ll M

nches, a5 pesesd
Break-barral sidelock
Cher and Under

Longthorme Cunmakers Lid

wissalongihomeguns.com

Views hundreds maome pun eviess coline 5 wees,gunmart.net
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The Heskelli Delixe
Wears is maae with
pride, and deservedly 5o

r!mtnﬂ;hbwrglﬁn.mg.lmil urigee, made to meet the specific
requirerments of its huyper

The roked semi-pisiod grip suifed the gun, and me, perfectly, as did
the curve and width of the trigger blade
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