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wie think back to a small, leaky

potting shed behind our home in
Lancashire” Elaine Stewart, the director
of Langthame Gunmakers, tald me
“Although this didn't deter too many
people with the foresight and belief in
aur products, it is so much
nicer to be able to give
clients a much better
experience in our factory
in Morthampton.”

Life i the workd of
gummaking for James
and Elaine, who own
Longtharne, started badk
In 2009 at thair homa In
Heskath Bank, Lancashire,
&fter a comvarsation
with a shooding friend
of thedrs, a seed was
planted and James, bared
and unchallenged with
subcontract engenesring
decided to manufacture a
shatguin.

Longthonme cumently
proscuce five custoim
shatguns - all
ranufactured with the same technology -
thie Celtic, Haskath, Hesketh Deuxe, English
rmall Rose & Sorall and their nesly launchad
Moweaau model, all of which are praduced
for a discemiang worldwids markeat.

Elaine shared her thoughts with mie an biow
thier idesas fram the potting shed led 1o the
creation of their brand. “It all began with the
rarm wee didrt want 10 buy a narmae like 5o
rmany ather gun companies, we wanted to be
truse by cour rects and build our identity from
thie start.

“We knew we ware going to be differant
and | don't think it would have done cur
brand ary geod at all to be laballed as just
another compary. Longthaome is actually
Jamies’s family nama, we thought it sounded
appropriate and therefiore just resurrected it
Cince wa had the name decided upon we set
about designing a logo. As luck would hawve it
our dawghter, Chloe, is a talented artist 50 she
was able to do this fior us” Elaine explained

Lo, with a logo created, next the branding
had to be decided upon with a strang image
as ta what the ethos of Longthome were
alrmang 1o achieve. | asked lames how they
progressad forward in such a competitivea
worldwide market. “We launched in 2010
at the CLA Game Fair and it probably
took about three waars of constant brand
reinforcemsant before it began to feal
established in the UK, but we have phanity
of ather markats wa are still actablishing
ourselyes in; James told ma.

“ldon't Deliese in Deing complacent,
it has o be worked on constantly. There
ware many aspects that we had to oeate
such as statiomary, company cultung, staff,
elc. Wa wanted to build a strong image
framm the start 5o we ook everything into
account, fram the colours we wanted 1o use
b repiesent us 1o the style we wanted (o
portray.

“*Obwicwshy budget played a big part in
thiis in thee parky days but we dicd the baest
v coald weith the finance we had available
boy s, s the budges has increased, we
have imvested moee imgo e brand, We
have ablways considered image to ba very
impartant for Longthorme and in doing so
wr tewmak variows aspects from teme to time
while continuing to develop the brand for
thie current markes”

Fr ITuemsa wery hong way when

Hewwayer, a5 with any company starting
up with big plans to reach a global market,
Longthorne faced testing timeas as they
tried bosecure their place i the panthesn
of British gumnmaking. “Being a little naive
back in 2010 we thought we were bringing
st hvineg wseful to the gun trade” Elaine
taibd e, “Cur aim, at the time, was o be
a risajor contributor toward realigning a
Biitish global position as a manufactunar of
cholguns.

“Unfortunately, as total nsscomers
appearing an the soene from nowhens, many
didn'® regard ws in this way and a degree of
reszstance became evident. & great deal of
regativity pursued us Tor quite saome teme
which was to be expected. Yet hene we ane
wiryeral wears o with several Friends in the
trade, still here and in fact making parts for
certain factions of the trade”

In the early days, lames and Eladne also

had some initial production problems due
o substandard equipment. The
effects were manufacturing delays
which causad them a numbser of
unforesaen issues for a while and
maga it very difficult to mices
forward with their plans, Howaver,
since they moved to thair new
factory i 2015, they have been able
to further reinvest in reliable e

aquipment as well a5 employ mone staff,
which has propalled the company foreard.

“Morthampton i a hub when it comes to
attracting staff with technical skills, sudh
as CMC programming explains Elaine. 1t
proved 1o be the perfect location as its
50 central, near kots of major motonvays
aed, st importantty, being the centre
of the automotive trade there are lots of
axperienced angineers who can operata our
aquipment’

With a trermendows factory and & stunning
range of shabguns on offer, Elaine gave
e an insght into exactly how their
farmows bBarnals carme b deling the legacy
of Longthorme’s shetguns, “When Jarmes
ariginally started making the shotgun barrels
b el cormeentionsl methods but, being
am engineer, e wasn't satistied because
they were neveer going 1o be straight,” Elaine
explained. “Sa, with utber determination to
achisve perfectly straight barreds, he decided
that rmaking them from one piece of stes
would achigve this precsion”

What are the advantages of using just
one piece of steal for bamels instead of
the comventional two T “The significance
of creating both tukes, the ribs, lurmps
and chokes out of a single 27y blodk of
high-quality steel is that the bamels are
trim and light bt also unbelievably strong;
substantial withowt baing bulky” lames todd

mie. “They are s strong | can stand ona
set, bridging two blocks of wood, and they
don't bend. There is also a photo of someocne
drbeing a Range Rover over them with no
resulting damage”

Despite being light, Lengthome banmals
are also tough encugh to handla theea-inch
steed Magmum loads thrcugh full chokes
without bulging. “This ensures our guns are
Future proofed in the svent of a lead ban;
says Elaine. The barrels are also parfecthy
straighit wet a change from esther will strike
the sarme point of impact at 40 yards. The
miost sigiificant feature of Longthome guns
i that they have negligible felt recil, even
with the heaviest loads, which the makers
attribwite to a graater rigidity cormparad to
traditional guns.

Wl our shotguns ane 100 per cent English
made (arnd all indouse) - ard we believe
wie are the only UK compary who can claim
this. Cur patented barrel technology, whach
ersunes ko Telt recoil and muzzhe fip, is also
proahed for Magram Steel up to full choke
i oo thres-inch chambrerad guns with fixesd
choke as stancianc)”

With plans to launch a side-by-side, a
‘Woodward inspired over-and-under and
boelock as well as the development of
further models and innovations, James and
Elaine are taking Longthorne inte the 215t
Cantury in exquisite styba, The Londgthonns
kgacy is worldwide and their place within
the pantheon of British gunmaking is well
and truly set in both steel and stone,

For more imfermation on Lomgthoms Gunmakers
please visit www longrthormegens. oom



